B-26A Marauder

STRUCNA HISTORIE

Krasny, ale nebezpeny. Tak by se dal nejstruénéji charakterizovat americky stiedni bombardér Martin
B-26 Marauder. Ta druha, méné lichotiva cast plati alespon pro jeho prvni verze. Ladné aerodynamické
tvary mu zistaly az do konce vyroby.

V lednu 1939 zadalo USAAC pozadavek na vyvoj nového stiedniho bombardéru, ktery byl naléhavé
potiebny pro nastavajici evropsky konflikt. Firma Martin se zicastnila typem 179, ktery
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Beautiful but dangerous. This is the briefest characterization of the American medium bomber the
Martin B-26 Marauder. The second, less complimentary part applies to its first versions, Its elegant
aerodynamic shapes remained until production terminated.

In January 1939, the USAAC ordered the development of a new medium bomber urgently necessary
for the emerging European conflict. The Martin Company was involved through its type 179, designed
by Peyton M Magruder. Without waiting for the first prototype, USAAC ordered 201 units of the new
B-26 bomber in July 1939 based only on construction drawings.

The first B-26 took off on 25 November 1940. It was a full-metal twin-engine craft with wings

Peyton M. Magruder. Aniz USAAC vyckalo prvniho ptototypu, objednalo uz v ervenci 1939, prakticky na
zakladé konstrukénich vykresu, 201 kust nového letounu B-26.
Prvni B-26 vzlétl 25. listopadu 1940. Jednalo se o celokovovy d y letoun s vysoko
kndly a mknlnvym pnd’ovyrn podvozkem Posadka byla sedmiclennd, slozena s pilota a druhého pilota,
¢ika a navi atora a tii strelcd. Vrtule Curtiss Electric byly ctyflisté stawtelne
elektricky ovlddané. USAAC objednalo 1131 ks B-26 jiz k datu prvniho vzletu. Prvni verze zde p

1 high and th heel nose landing gear. The crew consisted of seven men: pilot, co-
pilot, bomber and navigator/radio operator and three gunners. Curtiss Electric propeller were four-
blade, adjustable, electrically controlled. USAAC ordered 1131 B-26 as of the first take-off date. The
first versions described here had rather short wings and smaller tail areas because of their higher
speed. This resulted in higher wing loading and long take-off with higher landing speed. It was very
dangerous for inexperienced pilots and there were many accidents with fatal results. The craft gained

mély z divodu vyssi rychlosti dosti krétka kridla a mensi ocasni plochy. To mélo za nasledek vetsn plosné
zatizenia tim dlouhy vzlet a vétsi pristavaci rychlost. Pro nezkusené piloty byl velmi nebezpecny a doslo k
fadé havarii a ztrat posadek. Ziskal tak fadu nelichotivych prezdivek jako nap. “vyrobce vdov”.

Pro nazornost budou nize uvedeny struéné charakteristiky jednotlivych pocatecnich verzi B-26, B6A a
B-26B-1az4

B-26:
Motory: 2x P&W R-2800-5 o vykonu 1380 kW (1850 HP) kazdy
Vyzbroj: 2 kulomety 7,62 mm v pidi a v zadni Casti trupu
2 kulomety 12,7 mm ve hibetni stielecké vézi Martin 250 CE-7
Naklad bomb: 2177 kg (4800 Ib)
Max. rychlost: 507 km/hod (315 mph)
Dolet: 3550 km (2200 miles) maximélné, 1600 km (1000 miles) s nakladem bomb
Vyrobeno: 201 ks

B-26A:

Motory: 2x P&W R-2800-5 nebo R-2800-39 (B-26A-1) o vykonu 1380 kW (1850 HP) kazdy
Vyzbroj: 4 kulomety 12,7 mm ve stejnych stanovistich jako u B-26

Néklad bomb: 2177 kg (4800 Ib) nebo torpédo 559 mm (22inch) o véze 900 kg (2000 Ib)
Max. rychlost 504 km/hod (313 mph)

Dolet: maximainé 4180 km (2600 miles), 1600 km (1000 miles) s nakladem bomb
Vyrobeno: 139 ks, z toho 52 dodano jako Marauder Mk.| do RAF

Zavedeni do vyroby: fijen 1941

B-26B-1azB-4:
Motory: 2x P&W R-2800-5 o vykonu 1380 kW (1850 HP) kazdy pro subverze Ba B-1
2x P&W R-2800-41 0 vykonu 1500 kW (2000 HP) kazdy od subverze B-2
Vyzbroj: 6 kulometdi 12,7 mm, misto jednoho v zadni casti byly osazeny 2 a jeden
v podbiisnim strelisti
Naklad bomb: 2359 kg (5200 Ib)
Max. rychlost: 510 km/hod (317 mph) od subverze 8-2
Dolet: 4500 km (2800 miles) maximalné, 1850 km (1150 miles) s nakladem bomb
Vyrobeno: 306 ks subverze Ba B-1
96 ks B-2
28 ks B-3 s vétsimy vstupy vzduchu na krytu motoru
211 ks B-4 s delsi nohou predniho podvozku,
ztoho 19 ks dodéno pro RAF jako Marauder Mk.JA
Zavedeni do vyroby : kvéten 1942

Zakladni rorméry B-26A, B-26B-1 a2 B-4a Mk.IA
Délka: 17,8 m (58ft. 3in)

Rozpéti: 19,8 m (65 ft.0in.)

Vyska: 6,05m (19ft. 10in.)

Prvni jednotkou vybavenou Maraudery byla 22. Bombardment Group USAAF, které po Gtoku na Pearl
Harbor operovala v Australii, Zucastnily se nékolika bojovych akci, z nichz prvni byla 5.4.1942 ttok na
Rabaul. Vysledky viak nebyly nijak vyznamné. Dvakrat byly pouzity Maraudery téz jako torpédonosné. V
bitvé o Midway a v itoku na letadlovou lod Ryujo. Ani v této roli viak nebyly tspésné a proto se od dalsich
torpédovych ttokd upustilo. Bojové vysledky Marauderd se zlepsily az jejich nasazenim v Evropé v boji
proti Némecku a pod RAF v severni Africe. Prispéla k tomu jak zména taktiky jejich pouziti, tak pozdéji
i vyznamné konstrukéni Gpravy, zejména v oblasti draku letadla (prodiouzeny kiidla a zvétSeny ocasni
plochy).

2Zvlastni podékovani panu Dave Pawski z MAPS Air Museum (www.mapsairmuseum.org) za
fotografickou a dokumentaéni pomoc pi pfipravé tohoto modelu.

many unc y names such as “widow maker".

For better understanding, here are some brief descriptions of individual first versions of B-26, B6A
and B-268-1to 4

B-26:

Engines: 2x P&W R-2800-5 radial engines rated at 1380 kW (1850 HP) each

Armament: 2x 7.62 mm machine guns - singly in front and tail gun turret
2x12.7 mm machine guns in dorsal turret Martin 250 CE-7

Bomb load: 2177 kg (4800 Ib)

Maximum speed: 507 km/h (315 mph)

Range: 3550 km (2200 miles) max, 1600 km (1000 miles) with bombs

Production: 201 units

B-26A:

Engines: 2x P&W R-2800-5 or R-2800-39 (B-26A-1) rated at 1380 kW (1850 HP) each
Armament: 4x 12.7 mm machine guns, locations same as B-26

Bomb load: 2177 kg (4800 Ib) or torpedo 559 mm (22 inch), weight 900 kg (2000 Ib)
Maximum speed: 504 km/h (313 mph)

Range: max 4180 km (2600 miles), 1600 km (1000 miles) with bombs load
Production: 139 units, of which 52 delivered as Marauder M. | to RAF

Production from: October 1941

B-26B-1to B-4:
Engines: 2x P&W R-2800-5 rated at 1380 kW (1850 HP) each for sub-versions B and B-1
2x P&W R-2800-41 rated at 1500 kW (2000 HP) each from sub-version B-2
Armament: 6x 12.7 mm machine guns, instead of one in tail turret, there were two and one in tunnel
gun
Bomb load: 2359 kg (5200 Ib)
Maximum speed: 510 km/h (317 mph) from sub-version B-2
Flying range: 4500 km (2800 miles) max, 1850 km (1150 miles) with bombs load
Production: 306 units of sub-version B and B-1
96 units of B-2
25 units of B-3 with larger air vents on the engine cover
211 units of B-4 with longer landing gear legs of which 19 delivered to RAF as
Marauder MkJA
Production from: May 1942

Basic dimensions of B-26A, B-26B-1 to B-4 and Mk. 1A
Length: 17.8m (58 ft.3in.)

Wing span: 19.8 m (65 ft.0in.)

Height: 6.05m (19ft. 10in.)

The first unit equipped with the Marauder was the 22nd Bombardment Group USAAF which
operated in Australia after the attack on Pearl Harbour. They participated in several battles, of which
the first was the Rabaul attack on 5 April 1942. But the results were not significant. The planes were
used twice as torpedo craft: in the Battle of Midway and the attack on the Ryujo aircraft carrier. But
they failed in this role as well and therefore, no more torpedo attacks were undertaken. The combat
results of Marauder planes improved in Europe in the war against Germany and with the RAF
in northern Africa. Change to the tactics of their use as well as significant constructional changes
contributed to their improvement, particularly as far as the airframe was concerned (wings extended
and tail areas increased).

Special acknowledgments to Mr. Dave Pawsk| from MAPS Air Museum (www.mapsairmuseum.
org) for ph hy and doc in ion of this kit.
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Plastikové dily Marauder B-26A Plastic Parts
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Humbrol
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