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The Kawasaki T-4 is a twin-engined jet trainer used by the air element of the Japan Air Self Defense Forces (JASDF). The plane was developed in response to the need for a new generation
trainer aircraft when the earlier T-33 and T-1 types began approaching obsolescence in the 1970s. This need was addressed by the Japanese government in the budget for fiscal year 1981,
when expenditures were publicly alloted for the development and construction of a mid-range jet trainer aircraft then known as the MTX. Bids for the project were initially submitted by
major airframe manufacturers Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and Fuji Heavy Industrics, and Kawasaki was officially awarded the contract in September 1984,
Basic design configurations for the aircraft, subsequently referred to as the XT-4, were drawn up in October of that year by an all-Japanese engineering team consisting of technicians
from Kawasaki as well as from Mitsubishi, Fuji, Shinmeiwa and Japan Aircraft. it was determined that the basic features of the aircraft would include twin engine powerplant, a tandem
instructor/student pilot seat cockpit configuration and mid-fuselage wings. One of the major changes to the early plans was the reconfiguration of the landing gear arrangement, which was
originally modeled after that of the T-2, but was eventually changed to emulate the F-104 Starfighter configuration. Powerplants of foreign make were also considered in the early
planning stages, but it was later decided that the engines, as well as all other components of the plane, should be eatirely of Japanese design and manufacture. The contract for the jet
engine was awarded to Ishikawashima Harima Heavy Industries for their XF-3 engine design, which was a small turbofan powerplant entailing the latest technology, producing 1.6 tons of
thrust that gave the aircraft maneuverability on par with the F-15 Eagle. Other components for the XT-4 also involved cutting edge technology for the time, including composite material
airframe construction, OBOGS (On Board Oxygen Generating System), digital data bus, ring laser gyro AHRS and the first breakaway canopy ejection system used by the JASDF. The first
XT-4 rolled out of Kawasaki’s aircraft production facilities in Gifu Prefecture on April 17, 1985 and made its maiden flight on July 29th of that year. An additional four XT-4s were built
for JASDF acceptance trials, which were later passed. The first production T-4s were issued to the 1st Air Group stationed at Hamamatsu Air Base in exchange for their aging T-33s. After
this, the T-4 went on to replace the T-33A as a utility plane as well, and later replaced the T-1A/B aircraft used for training purposes at the 13th Air Training Group stationed at Ashiya
Air Base. With the deployment of the T-4, pilot training in the JASDF was able to follow a more logical course of skill development from initial propeller plane orientation in the T-7
through T-4 jet training, and final advanced training in the F-15DJ and F-2B.

(Blue Impulse)

The origins of the current Blue Impulse aerobatic team of the Japan Air Self Defense Forces (JASDF) are to be found in the aerobatic performance of three F-86F aircraft at an air show at
Hamamatsu North Air Base on October 19, 1958. The JA SDF established what it called an "aerial performance research team" to be attached to the 1st Air Group, Hamamatsu on April 16,
1960. This became an aerobatic team called Tenryu ("Heavenly Dragons") which was formed using F-86F Sabres. Flying the Sabres, the team eventually changed its name to Blue
Impulse (after the call sign "Impulse Blue" used by the unit) and went on to perform at the Tokyo Olympic Games, Expo ‘70 at Osaka and many other famous venues, bringing the team
worldwide fame. The team's Sabres performed valiantly for a further dozen years or so, finally being retired in 1982 and traded in for T-2 trainer aircraft of Japanese manufacture. These
aircraft were replaced in turn by the new T-4 JASDF jet trainer aircraft in 1996, which continue to perform with Blue Impulse to this day, thrilling audiences throughout Japan with
spectacular displays of aerobatic skill and maneuverability that is said to rival that of the fabled F-15 Eagle.

(Data)

Crew:Two ; wingspan: 9.9m; length: 13.0m (including pitot tube - 12.0m without); height: 4.6m; powerplant: Ishikawashima Harima Heavy Industries F3-THI-30 (1,600kg of thrust) x 2;
standard operational takeoff weight: 5,530kg; top speed: 0.9 Mach (at 10,000m); maiden flight (of the first XT-4): July 29, 1985.
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HIAT in painting indication is the number

of GSI Creos Aqueous Hobby Color, wh
&R is that of Mr. Color. Glue is not includi

ed in this kit.

HT] bei Bemalungshinweisen st di
Creos, wahrend B8 den Ton der
Klebstoff enthalten,

e Nummer der Aqueous - Hobby - Color von G
Farbserie Mr. Color anzelgl. Im Bausatz ist ke

Sur ie guide de peinture, H[] correspond au numéro de couleur GSI Cre
AQUEOUS HOBBY COLOR. alors que Bl correspond a Mr. COLOR, La colie n'e

pas fournie dans ce kit.
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H{T] nella indicazione delia pittura é il num:
per Hobby, mentre Bl e quello di Mr. Colo
montaggio.

HIT] en indicaciones de
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Color, mientras Bf es el .
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Cut a lever when you put a pilot.
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Flap of parts, please mounting after put a decal.
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Only when a droptank is installed.
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Nose & Main Gear Assembly
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