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Caproni Ca.310
“Norwegian Service”

@ Before the 2nd World War, Caproni Company supplied Ca.309 Ghibli aircraft to Reggia Aeronautica for its colonial aviation.
Light bomber Ca.310 Libeccio was developed at the same time. The latter featured same design structure as Ghibli, i.e., all wooden
wing, with tubular framework partially covered by metal and linen used for fuselage and tail planes. But it featured retractable
undercartiage and fixed, forward firing machine guns in wing roots {one ortwo), additional machine gun was located in dorsal turret,
The first prototype took off on April 9, 1937, Initially, 5 civil machines had been built and then the series production of the military
version was started. Ca.310served as a basis for many other Caproni machines. Subsequentto production Ca.310 was Ca.310bis
that featured modified nase glazing like Blenheim Mk.1l. Next in praduction was Ca.311 version that featured same engines but
strengthened undercarriage and modified fuselage behind the wing. Ca.311M featured stepped nose as the original version. The
last version that was powered by stronger nine cylinder radial engines was Ca.312. This version was intended for Norway and
Belgium but due to the occupation of the latter by German Wehrmacht these machines were handed over to Reggia Aeronautica.
Nextversion Ca.313/ 14 was powered by inverted inline engines,

Civilian Ca.310 machines successfully participated in 3° Raduno Sahariano 1938, or Aerial Races over Sahara. Ga 310s ended
this race on 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 7th places. This brought attention of the fareign customers to this aircraft, 16 machines wers sent
to Spain by Reggia Aeronautica for evaluation. Initially these machines flew within Aviazione Legionaria but later were handed over
to the Spanish Frankist's Air Force. Additional orders were placed by Peru (16 aircraft), Norway (24 aircraft, only 4 delivered),
Yugoslavia (12 aircraft) and Hungary (36 aircraft). The biggest foreign order should have come from Great Britain that wanted to
order up to 200 Ca.310s from then neutral ltaly, The oulbreak of the war lerminated all order negotiations. In total, Italian Air Force
received 161 Ca.310s plus 33 machines returned from Hungary, Among others, Ca.310 replaced the obsolete Breda Ba.65s that
served with 50°Stromo d' Assalto based at Trent. In the beginning of the war Ca.310 were deployed to Libya Peruvian Air Force
used thei Ca.310s during Ecuadorian-Peruvian War in 1941. Peru won this war mainly because the use of US and mainly Italian
aircraft and Czechoslovakian tanks, Norway received only four from the 24 ordered machines. When it became obviocus that the
machines are not capable of reaching the table performances, Norway cancelled the order and later accepted delivery of more
powerful Ca 312 machines. These machines were not delivered until the German occupied Morway. The four Norwegian
machines were deslroyed during German altack. Hungarian Ca.310 suffered from engine failures and after several emergency
landings the machines were returned to ltaly and exchanged to Ca.135s. Yugoslavia was apparently satisfied with their Ca.310
since they purchased additional 12 machines, this time of Ca.31Cbis version {and five Ca.311 machines). Part of them was
destroyed by Wehrmacht rest of them served with Croatian Air Force until 1942

Technical Data:

Wingspan: 16.20m, Length: 12.20 m, Max. Speed: 347 kmh, Range: 1,650km, Service Celling: 7,000m

Firma Caproni dodavala pfed druhou sv&tovou vélkou italskému letectvu kolonialni letouny Ca 308 Ghibli. Soub&Znd
vyvinulalehky bombardovaci stroj Ca.310 Libeccio. Ten mél konstrukei stejnou jako Ghibli, {j. celodfevéné kiidlo a ocasniplachy s
trupem trubkové konstrukce s Eastetné platénym a Castedné kevovym potahem. Mé&! ale zatahovaci podvozek, dopiedu stiilejici
pevné& montovane kulomety v kofenech kfidla (1 az 2 ks), dalSi kulomet byl umistén ve stfelecké v&Zi, Prvni prototyp vzIétl 9. dubna
1937. Nejptve byla postavena pétikusova série civilnlch strojl, pak se teprve rozeb&hla vyroba vojenskych variant. Ca.310 se stal
zékladem celé Fady strojil Caproni. Na sériové Ca.310 navézala Ca.310bis s upravenou pfidi ala Blenheim Mk.l. Se stejnymi
matory, ale se zesflenym podvozkem a upravenym trupem za kiidlem se vyrabéla verze Ca.311. Verze Ca.311M se vrétila ke
stupnéné piidi. Posledni verzi s hvézdicovymi motory, i kdyZ silngj§imi devitivalci byla Ca.312, Byla pfipravovana pro Norsko a
Belgil, diky obsazeni téchto zemi némeckym Wehrmachtem je pfevzala Regia Aeronautica. Dalsl verze Ca.313/14 maly jiZ
mantovany fadové invertni motory.

Civilni Ca.310 se zd&astnily s velkym Uspéchem 3° Raduno Sahariano 1938, &ili leteckého zavedu nad Saharcu, Ca 310
obsadily vtomto zévodé& 1,2, 3, 5, a 7 misto. To upozornilo na tento letoun i zahraniéni zajemce. Regia Aeronautica poslala 16
kust do Span&lska na vyzkougeni. Nejprve létaly v rdamei Aviazione Legionaria, pozdéji byly pfedany &panlskému frankislickému
letectvu. Daldi zakazky piigly z Peru {16 ks), Norska (24 ks, dodény jen 4 ks), Jugoslavie {12 ks) a Madarska (36 ks). Nejvétsim
zahranicnim odbératelem se méla stat Velka Britanie, ktera chiéla objednat aZ 200 ks Ca.310 u tehdy jeété neutrdlni lHalie. Zagatek
valky vedl k ukonCeni jedndn( o objednavce. ltalské letectvo odebralo celkem 161 ks Ca 310 plus 33 ks, vrdcenych z Madarska.
Mimo jiné jimi nahradilo zaslaralé Bredy Ba.65 u 50°Stromo d' Assalto v Trentu. Na zagatku valky byly italské Ca.310 nasazeny v
Libii. Peruanské letectvo nasadilo bojové Ca.310 v Ecuadorsko-perudnské valce v roce 1941. Peru z této valky vyslo jako vitéz,
hlavné diky nasazeni letadel zakoupenyeh v USA a zejména v Italii a tankl dodanych z Ceskoslovenska. Norsko prevzalo z
objednavky 24 kus( jen &tyfi. Po zjisténl, Ze nedosahujil tabulkovych vykont Norové objedndvku stornovali a pozdéji ptistoupili na
dodéni vykonngjgich Ca.312. Do okupace Norska N&meckem vEak nebyly dodény. Ctyfi norskg Ca.310 byly postupné zniteny
b&hem ndmeckého ltoku. Madarské Ca.310 trpély poruchami motorl, po nékelika nouzevych piistanich byly vraceny do Itdlie a
vyménény za Ca 135. Jugoslavie byla se svymi Ca 310 patrné spokojena, protoZe kromé 12 kusti Ca.310 odebrala dal§ich 12 ks
ve verzi Ca.310bis (a 5 ks verze Ca.311). Cast padla za ob&t Gto&icimu Wehrmachtu, zbylé slouZily v Chorvatském letectvu do
roku 1942.

Technickadata:
rozpéti: 16,20 m, délka: 12,20 m, max. rychlost: 347 km/h, dolet: 1650 km, dostup: 7000 m
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Capreni Ca.310, vyrobni Sllo 362, vojenske &llo 503, letiété Sola, 9, duben
1940 Letoun byl pit némeckém Gfoku na lefisle Sola zapdlen a znicen no
zerml. | pfes to, 2o fetoun hofel, disiec z hibeini stfelecks véie palll po
rodicich némeckych lefounech. Palubu hoficino fetounu opustl af v
posiednim okamiiki. Sl byl v zime 193940 tesiovan s lfowm
podvozkem. V 1 dobd &t bez hibetni stelecks vé¥o,

Caproni Ca.310, constuction no. 362, miltary no. 503, Sola difield,
April 9, 1940 During the German air raid on Sola was this machine set
afffe and destroyed on ground, Despife the machine was on firo ifs
dorsal furret returned fire to German airoraft, The gunner feff the burning
alreraft in the moment. During winfer 1939-40 was this aircroft fitted with
ki undercarriage thoroughly fested. At that time the dorsal furet was
remaoved and faired over

Caproni E)cx 319 vyrobnf Sfslo 363, vojenske &lslo 505, letidts Sola, 9. duben
1940, 1 pes potkazeni letounu pif némeckeam bombardovdni leliflé se jeho
Oﬁﬁi}e podafiio odietdt, Po nouzovém piiskani v Opstadu byl zniéen viasini
osdaakoU.
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Caproni Ca.310, constryction no. 363, miltary no. 505, Scla airfield, April
9. 1940 The crew of fhis machine managed o fiy away even though
e machine was damaged by German afr raid. Eventually the crew
dostroyed if affer emergency landing in Opstad.
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Caproni Ca.310, vyrobni &islo 361, vojenské &islo 501, letisté Sola, 9. duben
1940, [ tenta fetoun byl poskozen pii némeckém utoku na Norsko §. dubna
1940 Pres poskozen! letoun odiéti ze Sola a ples Steinsforden a
Brummundal byl evakuovén do Vangsmjosa. Po podkozeni byl opudtén
19.dubng 1940
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Caproni Ca.310, consfruction no. 361, military no. 501, Sola airfield, April
§. 1940, This machine was alse damaged during the German attack on
Norway on 9 April 1940. Nevertheless the machine was fliown from Sola
via Steinsfiorden and Brummundal to Vangsmjosa, it was damaged and
abandoned on 19 April 1940,
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Capronl Ca.310, wrobni dislo 362, vojenské Sislo 503, Imalrikuiovony
LN-DAK, l=tiétd Fornsbo, féfo 1939, Letoun s od armiddniho ietecha
prongiala staini isfeckd spolednost DNL AJS a pouZiala ho pro nodni fsty
s poflou no frase Oslo-Gétaborg-Copenhogen. Létal prestiikany bilou
barvou, na piicl nesl pojmenovéni Bravaiuen [odtovni holub). Bty ndstik
mél finy edstin na kovovweh a na plétnam potaZenych &dstech ietadia,
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Caprenl Ca 310, construation no. 362, military no. 803, ovil reglstration
LN-DAK Fornebo aifield, summer 1939, The nationai airiines DNL A/S
hAlred no. 563 from the millifary Alr Force and usad it for night mail flights
betwsen Osio-Géteborg-Copenhagen. The airoraft was painted overall
in whita cofor and sporfed name Breduen {Carrier pidgeon) on the nose.
The hue of the white paint differed on the metal and canvas surfaces.
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Scandinavian Aircraft in 1/72 Scale
by MPM Productron & Special Hobby kits
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