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81ST FIGHTER SQUADRON GO JET
1999 OPERATION ALLIED FORCE/2001
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MEMBERS OF THE 81ST FS DEPLOYED TO AVIANO AB IN OCTOBER 1998,
SUPPORTING NATO AIR PRESENCE DURING THE CRISIS IN KOSOVO,
YUGOSLAVIA. THE 81ST FS RETURNED TO AVIANO AB IN JANUARY 1999 FOR
A REGULAR CONTINGENCY ROTATION, BUT THEN STAYED TO SUPPORT
OPERATION ALLIED FORCE. THE SQUADRON SUPPORTED AIR OPERATIONS
FROM AVIANO AB UNTIL APRIL 11, 1999, WHEN IT MOVED TO GIOIA DEL
COLLE, ITALY. FROM THERE, THE UNIT FLEW MORE THAN 1,400 COMBAT
MISSIONS THROUGHOUT OPERATION ALLIED FORCE AND LED THE FIRST
LARGE FORCE PACKAGES IN A-10 HISTORY. THE 81ST FS ALSO LED THE
FIRST TWO SUCCESSFUL COMBAT SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE
MISSIONS, WHICH INVOLVED COORDINATING ALL RESCUE ASSETS
RESULTING IN THE RESCUE OF DOWNED

F=117 AND F-16 PILOTS. DUE TO SPACE LIMITATIONS, NOT ALL AIRCRAFT
COULD BE DEPICTED IN PROFILE. THESE CHARTS
PROVIDE THE PERTINENT INFORMATION TO MODEL
THESE AIRCRAFT.




LIGHT GHOST GRAY
FS 36375

DARK GHOST GRAY
FS 36320

GUNSHIP GRAY
FS 36118

OLIVE DRAB
FS 34087
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USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH YELLOW
OR BLACK YINYL A-ID INTAKE
COVERS MANUFACTURED BY
STEEL BEACH AND AYAILABLE
FROM WWW. SPRUEBROTHERS. COM
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THE SOUADRON DEPLOYED SEVERAL TIMES
TO BAGRAM AIR BASE, AFGHANISTAN TO
PROVIDE CLOSE-AIR SUPPORT TO COALITION
GROUND FORCES DURING OPERATION ENDURING
FREEDOM IN JUNE 2003, SEPTEMBER 2004,
AND IN MAY 2006. DURING THE 2004
DEPLOYMENT THE PANTHERS PERFORMED AN
INTENSIVE REGIMEN OF COMBAT PATROLS
TO FIND, FIX AND DESTROY ELUSIVE,
GUERILLA-TYPE ENEMY COMBATANTS
IN SUPPORT OF GROUND FORCES, FLYING
IN EXCESS OF 2,000 COMBAT SORTIES AND
7.600 COMBAT HOURS. THE PANTHERS
EMPLOYED OVER 109, 000 ROUNDS OF 30MM,
DROPPED 350 GUIDED AND CONVENT | ONAL
BOMBS, AND FIRED OVER 325 ROCKETS IN
SUPPORT OF 260 COALITION FORCE OPERAT IONS.
AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE COMBAT ACTION
IN THE 20046 DEPLOYMENT TWO PILOTS IN THE
PANTHERS WOM THE PRESTIGIOUS MACKAY
TROPHY AND THE DAEDAL|AM EXCEPT IONAL
PILOT ANARDS.
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FOR ALL AIRCRAFT
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THIS CHART SHOWS THE MOST FREQUENTLY CARRIED PODS AND MUNITIONS

BY THE 81ST FROM OPERATION ALLIED FORCE THROUGH CURRENT CONFLICTS.

-DUE TO CLEARANGE ISSUES, WHEN MUNITIONS ARE CARRIED ON STATIONS 5 AND 7 STATION & MUST BE LEFT EMPTY.
-DUE TO CLEARANCE ISSUES, WHEN MUNITIONS ARE CARRIED ON STATION 6 STATIONS 5 AND 7 MUST BE LEFT EMPTY.
~THE LIGHTENING TARGETING POD WAS FIRST CARRIED BY THE 81ST FS IN 2003.

~THE FACE POD WAS FIRST CARRIED BY THE 81ST FS IN 2006.
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