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One of the most useful, if not the most beautiful,
aircraft used in World War II was the awkward
looking PBY Catalina.

The Catalina was a record breaker from the be-
ginning of its long career. The original XPBY-1
flew from Norfolk, Virginia to Coco Solo, Canal
Zone, non-stop, then flew on to San Francisco,
California, again non-stop, thus establishing a new
International record for seaplanes. A commercial
version of the PBY became the first seaplane to
fly across the American continent, covering the
distance between San Diego and New York in
17 hours.

With the onset of World War II, PBY’s were
found in many roles. Originally designed as a long
range patrol bomber, the Catalina proved well
suited to this operation. One of the most noted
accounts of the PBY patrol boats was the discovery
of the German super battleship Bismark by a Brit-
ish Catalina. In the battle that followed, the Ger-
man dreadnaught was sunk by the British Navy.
Many German U-boats failed to see the surface
again after detection and attack by the venerable
flying boat.

Although there was some care required in tak-
ing-oft and landing, tfie Catalina was generally
considered an easy plane to handle once her quirks
were understood. The PBY-5 had a maximum
speed of 189 mph and a service ceiling of 21,600
feet.

Many airmen owe their lives to the PBY’s ability
to withstand severe punishment from enemy gun-
fire. On many occasions Catalinas were flown right
into the teeth of the fighting to rescue downed
Allied pilots. Enemy gunfire tore chunks of cover-
ing from the big flying boats, but they still could
take off and return safely to their bases.

Even in peacetime the Catalina has proven very
useful. The United States Coast Guard used the
PBY-5 and 5A (Amphibian) in its air-sea rescue
operations. These versatile flying boats could land
alongside stricken vessels and take their crews to
safety or deliver medicine or supplies to the ships
if needed.

CONSOLIDATED PBY-5 CATALINA

WINGSPAN: 104 feet

LENGTH: 63 feet 10 inches

ENGINES: Two Pratt and Whitney R-1830 Twin Wasp. 1.050 hp each

MAXIMUM SPEED: 189.7 mph
MAXIMUM RANGE: 2,500 miles
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ASSEMBLY S

_CONTROL COLUMN (2 Parts)
FLIGHT DECK

CREW MEMBERS (2 Parts)
NOSE TURRET RETAINER
TURRET BASE

MACHINE GUN

TURRET ENCLOSURE (CLEAR)

Nt s W~

i Cement two Parts (1) and (3) to Part (2).
2. Press Parts (4) and (5) together through hole in Part (2)
3. Cement(6)and(7)to Parqa].

LIGHT GREEN [Brack{

BEACHING GEAR

A

BLACK — TIRES

. DRAWING A .
1. Press WHEEL HALVES (8) with AXLE, and (9) together inside GEAR STRUT (10).
- Rapeat assemblyforoth&rGEA&

‘ ,srRU'r (12). cement 14) !o @12).
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WINDOW ASSEMBLY
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- ] LIGHT GREEN — INSIDEZ

22 WINDOWS (3 Parts) (CLEAR)

23 RIGHT FUSELAGE -

24 MACHINE GUN (2 Parts) . : -
25 PYLON WINDOW (2 Parts) (CLEAR) : : . : .
26 LARGE WINDOW (CLEAR) 1. Cement Clear WINDOWS AND GUNS inside both FUSELAGE HALVES as shown.

27 LEFT FUSELAGE

v FUSELAGE BLISTERS = LI

i LEFT HAND

28 LOWER LEFT WINDOW (CLEAR)
29 BLISTER FAIRING LEFT

30 GUN PORT BLISTER (2 Parts) (CLEAR) 1. Cement the LEFT GUN PORT WINDOW (28) in the BL!STER FAIRmG (29). ;

31 LOWE
o ey (29) to LEFT FUSELAGE. Then cement one clear BLISTER (30) to FA

PAGE 3 2. Repeat assembly for RIGHT FUSELAGE using parts as shown



FUSELAGE ASSEMBLY
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1. Cement FLIGHT DECK to RIGHT FUSELAGE HALF then cement FUSELAGE HALVES

LEFT STABILIZER lomn
RIGHT STABILIZER TOP

LEFT STABILIZER TOP
together.
orpanid phbcs s e ~ 2. Assemble LEFT and RIGHT STABILIZER HALVES together and then cemont
‘ ; . , FUSELAGE. Apply DECALS as shown. ‘

INNER WING ASSEMBLY

‘ ecmom mawmo and REAR wme STRUTS hmm WING and r-‘us”



v ENGINE ASSEMBLY
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[ LIGHT GREEN — INSIDE {

1. Place an ENGINE in each COWLING. Bumps on ENGINE locate on each side of

SCOOP opening at front of COWL.

45 ENGINE (2 Parts) 2. PLACE, DO NOT CEMENT a PROPELLER in each ENGINE, then press a RETAINER
46 ENGINE COWLING (2 P

&7 PROPELLER @ Party CAP on each SHAFT.

48 RETAINER CAP (2 Parts) 3. Cement ENGINES to WING — COWLING SCOOP locates at top.

LIGHT GREEN — INSIDE *

50 UPPER FLOAT STRUT (2 Parts)
51 LOWER FLOAT STRUT (2 Parts)

sl 1. PRESS, DO NOT CEMENT FLOAT STRUT SECTIONS together. Place in outboard
54 WING FLOAT OUTER RIGHT HALF section of FLOATS and carefully cement HALVES of FLOATS together. DO NOT LET
FENEFLONTIRICR S1GHT UALF CEMENT TOUCH STRUT PINS or FLOATS will not retract.

[ LIGHT cReEN — INsiDE {

v OUTER WING ASSEMBLY
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= [BIACK — LEADING EDGEL

58

RIGHT HAND

. . Place the PINS on the LEFT FLOAT ASSEMBLY in the LOWER WING SECTION as
56 LEFT OUTER WING LOWER PANEL shown and carefully cement LOWER WING to TOP SECTION. KEEP CEMENT AWAY

e e ~ from PIVOT POINTS of FLOAT ASSEMBLY.
59 RIGHT OUTER WING UPPER PANEL 2. Assemble RIGHT WING and FLOAT ASSEMBLY. ,
:? :tg:; §I’,§t’,§ i:',m% fﬁTm 3. When cement has set turn upside down and retract FLOATS then cement STRUT

FAIRINGS to the inside surface of both TOP WINGS through openings in FLOAT
PAGE5 ASSEMBLIES.



FINAL ASSEMBLY

DECAL APPLICATION
DIRECTIONS
Cut each design from decal sheet as needed

N o=

Dip in water

w

Slide decal from paper face up

IS

FRAME-SILVER - 4. Use a small brush to wet your model and slide
: decal into position

g 63 68 ;

o

Do not touch decal with fingers
Press down with blotter

- v g

Painting Instructions

Temperate Sea scheme as follows:—

1. Upper surface—plan view. Camouflage in dark green and R
extra dark sea grey (mix with black). /

2. Fuselage sides and under surface—white. = S?CE

Use matt paint overall.

‘Cement NOSE WINDOW and COCKPIT CANOPY to FUSELAGE.

o
2. Cement PITOT TUBE and LOOP ANTENNA to INNER WING.

62 NOSE WINDOW ; 3. Cement OUTER WINGS to INNER WINGS.

o g;%';f’;; i (CLEAR). 4. Cement MAIN BEACHING GEARS to sides of FUSELAGE. Position REAR WHEEL

68 LOOP ANTENNA " ASSEMBLY at point on FUSELAGE where STRUTS contact surface properly and

63 FLOAT LOCKING STRUT (2 Parts) cement in place. Apply DECALS as shown.

. . If you wish to keep the WING FLOATS in a permanent down position cement the
PAGE 6 FLOAT STRUTS (69) between bottom of WING and pivot point of FLOAT BRACES.



