BITH, RECON, GROUPE {84

d4

C

A - Olive Drab
B - Neutral Gray
d - Decal

RAF CONNUNICATION NALAYA FLIGRT DETAK 1944/48

C - Dark Earth
E - Azure Blue
F - Midstone

SW 72010, scale: 1/72

Beech Model 17 (UC-43 Traveler)

The Model was the first aircraft produced by the Beech Aircraft
Corporation of Wichita, Kansas. The first series of Beech Stag-
gerwings, in which only two were built, was known as the Model
I17R. The aircraft had fixed landing gear and the upper wing was
inversely staggered behind the lower wing, and this design gave
the Model 17 its unigue shape and name. By 1934, a new series
retaining the overall design of the earlier planes and known as the
Model BITL was being produced. The major modifications were
the installation of retractable landing gear, wings of a different
airfoil, the use of wood wing spars instead of steel ones. Although
the airborn performance of early Model 17 was impressive, the
aircraft did not have desirable landing characteristics. The Model
17C introduced in 1936 corrected these problems. The Model D17
Staggerwing was the first major design change since the Model
B17. The fuselage was lengthened. This change improved landing
characteristics by giving more leverage to the elevator. The Model
DI17S Staggerwing equipped with a 450-hp Prat&Whitney R-985
engine. was produced in large numbers than any other madel
during WW IL. The U.S.Army Air Forces and the U.S. Navy
purchased all the Model D17S aircraft for transporting personnel.
In 1942 the Army ordered the first of 270 Model 17 as UC-43
«Traveler”. To meel urgent wartime needs, the government also
purchased or leased additional ,Staggerwings" from private
owners including 118 more for the USAAF plus other for the
Navy as a GH-2. The Beech 17 airetalt were also delivered o
Britain. The acquisition ol the Beeeh Model 17 s through the
Land-Lease arrungement led to the adoption of the USAAF name,
albeit Anglicised with a double ,I' to Traveller Mk.L.

The Traveller Mk.I provided comfortable seating for four
passengers and the pilot, and was a welcome addition to both the
RAF and FAA for communication duty.

Technical specifications:

Span 32 [1 (9,75 m)

Length 26 f1 1 1/2 inch (7.96 m)
Maximum speed 212 mph (341 km/h)
Range 785 mile (1260 km)

Service ceiling 20000 ft (6096 m)
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Model 17 byl prvni letoun vyrobeny firmou Beech Aircraft
Corporation ve Wichité, stit Kansas. Pryni sériovy model by zndm
jako Model 17R, vyrobeny pouze v poctu dvou kusii. Letoun mél
pevny podvozek a horni kiidlo bylo posazeno stupfiovité nad
dolnim kfidlem tak, Ze ndbéZnd hrana horniho kiidla byla posaze-
na aZ za ndbéZnou hranu dolniho kfidla a tento unikdtni vzhled dal
také pojmenovin{ tomuto letounu jako . Staggerwing" (Stupriovi-
1€ kiidlo). V roce 1934 byla zahdjena vyroba nové série pod ozna-
Zenim Model B17L, kterd zachovivala celkovou koncepei. Hlav-
ni zménou byla instalace zatahovaciho podvozku a byla zménéna
konstrukce kfidla, které mélo jiny profil a dfevéné nosniky misio
kovovych. PiestoZe letoun mél imponujici letové vykony. nemél
dobré pfistdvaci vlastnosti. Model 17C zavedeny do vyroby
v roce 1936 tyto problémy &isteéné napravil. Model D17
Staggerwing byl typ, kde byly provedeny prvni podstainé
konstrukéni zmény od doby co byla zahdjena vyroba Modelu B17
Byl také prodlouZen trup letounu a tato zména diile zlepila
pfistdvaci charakteristiku zlepSenym ticinkem kormidel. Model
D178 vybaveny motorem Pratt&Whitney R-985 o vykonu 450 hp
byl v priibéhu 2.svétové vilky vyrdbén ve velkém poétu ve
srovnéni s ostatnimi modely, Americké letecké pozemni sily
a Namofnictvo zakoupilo viechny letouny Model DI7S pro
transportni ticely. V roce 1942 Armada objednala prvni 2 270
kusti Modelu 17 pod oznacenim UC-43 Traveler”. Aby se pokry-
Iy evyiend viilednd pozidavky, vidia zakoupili nebo pronagalka

dali letouny Stagperwing o soukromych viastnka, veeme 11K
kush pro USAAEF a duldi kusy pro Nimofunictvo pod oznacenim
GB-2. Letouny Beech 17 byly také dodiviny do velké Britdnie.
Letouny dodané prostiednictvim smlouvy Lend-Lease (Smlouva
o piljéce a prondjmu) pfevzaly plivodni americké oznadeni pouze
pongkud ,,poangliéténé” a to pfidinim pismene 1" do slova
Traveler. Letouny byly tedy oznaceny jako traveller Mk.L.

Letoun Traveller Mk.l poskytoval pohodiné prostory pro Ctyfi ce-
stujici a pilota a byl vitanym dopliikem pro zajisténé transportnich
tikoli jak pro RAF, tak pro FAA.

Technické udaje:

Rozpéti 9,75 m

Délka 7,96 m

Maximélni rychlost 341 km/hod
Dolet 1260 km

Operaénf dostup 6096 metri

Produced by: Milan Lucky Models. Marxova 3/368, 736 01 Havifov-mésto, Czech Republic






