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HISTORY

The Hawker Hunter was designed in 1948 by Hawker's Chief Designer, Sir Sidney Camm, who had seen a
need for a second generation fighter for the RAF to follow the first jets, the Vampire and Meteor families. He
produced a beautiful looking aircraft which was to become the Hunter.

The first flight was on July 20th 1951 from Boscombe Down, piloted by Sqn. Ldr Neville Duke, Hawker's new
chieftest pilot.

The design proved most successful and served with the RAF for many years following several upgrades with
the last one being the Hunter FR.10, a reconnaissance version.

As early as 1953 the idea of a two seat version for use as an advanced trainer was proposed as a private
venture by Hawkers. Tandem and side by side layouts were discussed with the side by side layout being
adopted and the first prototype flew on July 8th 1955.

The first airframes were modified F.Mk.4s but it took some time to sort out an instability problem caused by the
new canopy and fairing but by mid 1956 the problems were solved and the Ministry of Supply placed an order
for the Hunter T.Mk.7 trainer. These were to be conversions of F.Mk.4s with the addition of a tail mounted
braking parachute as used on the F.Mk.9 which turned out to be a bad decision as it caused a shortage of
spares as time wenton.

Atotal of fifty five new build TMK. 7s were produced with the last ten changed to T.Mk.8s for use by the Royal
Navy with arrestor hooks and other naval equipment. Some were reconverted back to T.Mk.7s and fitted with
Biue Vixenradar in a more pointed nose for training Sea Harrier pilots.

Most RAF Hunter squadrons were allocated a T.Mk.7 with the remainder going to 229 OCU at Chivenor. They
served as advanced trainers and weapons trainers for over 20 years and there are still a few in flying condition
in private ownership.

Some were also exported to countries such as Denmark, Switzerland, Rhodesia and Singapore and alternative
decals covering these and other RAF Squadrons can be found on Xtradecal X72-123.

Produced by MPM Production for Hannant's, Harbour Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 3LZ, UK
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Hawker Hunter T.7 XL573, No. 237 OCU, RAF Honington, 1986/87.
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Hawker HunterT.8, "The Admiral's Barge" RNAS Yeovilton.
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Hawker Hunter T.7, WV372IR, No.2 Sq. RAF, RAF Wildenrath, Germany, July 1970.
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